


PROCESS FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY

Parents, school personnel, or students themselves may initiate a Section 504 referral if the student has or is
suspected to have a disability. Referrals should be directed to the school-level Section 504 Coordinator who
will obtain parent consent and convene a Section 504 initial evaluation to determine if the student is
eligible under Section 504. The campus Section 504 team should



student to receive special education services under the IDEA, the student’s educational performance must
be adversely affected by the disability and the child must be in need of special education services (i.e.
specially designed instruction). Section 504 is not limited to specific disability categories and does not
require evidence that the disability adversely affects the student’s educational performance. Students who
are found not to be eligible for services under the IDEA may be eligible for accommodations under Section

504.

While students who are eligible under IDEA are also often considered to be students with disabilities
protected from discrimination under Section 504, all accommodations for the student’s disability are made
through the IDEA process. Students who qualify for special education programs and services with a
disability listed in the IDEA have their educational plan written in an IEP. That is, a student should not have
an Individualized Education Program or “IEP” under the IDEA and also a 504 Plan. Moreover, the Section
504 plan usually outlines the accommodations and services that&under






